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I Bought It; Now What?!

This is a choose-your-own-adventure
download experience. You can skip
steps 1, 3, and 4 by using the Help button
on our website to have everything sent
directly to you for free. It’s up to you!

Just “smile, smile, smile and start to
download”! (Pro tip: it’s a good idea to do
this all at once for the year.)

1. Go to Tapestryofgrace.com and sign
into your account. (Forgot your pass-
word? Be strong and reset; remember, it’s
only once a year!)

2. If you already have a Digify account,
sign into it on another browser tab. If
not, skip to Step 5 and then come back to
Step 3.

3. From your account page on the Tapes-
try website, go to the download year page
(Year One, Year Two, Year Three, or Year
Four) that you will be using this year.

4. You should only see things you own
on that download page. Click the top
item (that you don’t already have) to start
the downloading-from-Digify process.

5. If you do have a Digify account and
it’s open, you can proceed straight to
downloading from here! If you have an
account but it is not open, you will be
prompted through a two-factor authen-
tication (safer, but just not fun) to sign in
before you can begin to download. If you
don’t have a Digify account at all, it will
be much the same process to make one as
to open one. (You can download without
the Digify account, but trust me, you don’t
want to.)

6. Once your Digify account is set up
and / or open, it will stay open for at least
fifteen minutes. Download your heart
out, or deputize a child or your spouse to
do it. Don’t wander off in the middle be-
cause then you’ll have to open and verify
Digify again!

7. Let’s say that you downloaded every-
thing before the session closed and you
are not weeping into your keyboard. (If
you are, hit the “help” button; we will
sally forth with aid, comfort, and prayer.)

8. This is the part you will love: your
Digify account has a searchable database
of everything you just downloaded. It’s
wise to organize your files in folders on
your device’s desktop while they are
freshly downloaded. However, thanks
to the Digify database, organization can
wait if need be. Put your feet up, have

a cup of something, and put your Digify
password in a safe place.

Downloads List

For a year with the Whole Family System, you might have bought any or all of
the following items. To keep it all straight, check off everything you bought and
work your way through the year page until it’s all downloaded:
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Whole Family System Year Plan: Units 1, 2, 3,and 4 (LG | UG | D | R)
Poetics (R)

Lapbooks (LG | UG)

Handwriting (LG)

English Grammar (UG)

Weft History Audio (or listen online each week)
The Warp Reader (D | R)

All Levels Evaluations (LG | UG | D | R)

All Levels Writing Aids (LG | UG | D | R)
Grammar History Activities (LG)

Lower Grammar Planning Aids (LG)

Upper Grammar Planning Aids (UG)

Shorter Works Anthology (R)

Key Documents in Government Studies (R)

-

A Glance Ahead at Your Preparation Checklist

See the Table of Contents for more about items on this preparation week checklist:

U Learn about how a weekplan is organized
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tions

U

Read the Unit 1 Introduction from your Year Plan
Decide whether and what to print (and print it)
Set up storage, organization, and feedback systems

Start browsing booklists and book recommenda-

Start browsing YouTube playlists (optional but

fun!), especially free Pop Quiz teacher audios.

O Set clear and realistic expectations for your family

U Start buying / ordering from the library the books and
supplies youre sure you want for the first unit.

U Involve your family in unpackaging, organizing, setting
up, and labeling your books, supplies, and notebooks!

U Plan your weekly schedule, but keep it loose: remember
that no plan fully survives first contact with reality

U Make your profile sheet for each child, and we highly
recommend praying over each with your husband

U Read Week 1 and plan your first Monday meeting




History-Based Integration

Tapestry of Grace is an integrated or “unit study” cur-
riculum, which means that your school subjects are
arranged around a core theme so that they provide
context for each other. This curriculum’s core theme
is the chronological study of world history.

For example, one can take a slice of time such as “the
Middle Ages” and study the “subjects” (history, lit-
erature, fine arts, geography, philosophy, Biblical and
church history) within that time period. Each week’s
study builds on the last.

Young students learn the stories (real and fictional) of
history and the rudiments of fine arts and geography
during a four-year journey through Tapestry. They
then “level up” and repeat the same journey with
more depth and detail and comprehension of gray
areas or nuance. Finally, if given their whole grade-
school career, they cycle through a third time, honing
their worldview and learning to make reasoned
responses to the worldviews of others.

Using Tapestry of Grace, you will teach two very
different but complementary elements of history to
your children because there are two main aspects of
history covered each week.

First, by assigning reading, you will acquaint your
children with the facts of history: the individual
events, people, and dates which make up that flow
and illustrate those themes, and which are not re-
peated.

Second, mainly through discussions with older
children, you will teach major historical flow and
themes. These are the broad moves of God in history.
They are the recurring aspects of His plan. These
will increasingly become your teaching focus as your
children enter high school years.

Historical studies provide a rich source of subject
matter about which to write, so this curriculum
focuses on developing strong writers through a plan

that offers writing assignments each week and helps
the teacher, to grade and encourage good composi-
tion skills.

Historical studies also provide a context for the study
of world literature. Unique people, shaped by the
times in which they lived, created all great literature
within the flow of history. Each great work of litera-
ture also had effects on the people living during and
after its creation. A rich understanding of history
brings literature studies to life!

The same is true of the fine arts: drawing, painting,
sculpture, architecture, and music. Your children
will have opportunities to do many hands-on proj-
ects and look at artistic styles and listen to musical
styles as they developed over the ages.

Clearly, church history is interwoven with world
history, and Christianity is uniquely grounded in
history (not myth) in its biblical accounts. The study
of world history brings the study of the Bible and of
church history into stark relief with human govern-
ments and social movements, adding overall compre-
hension and interest.

The world God created is, in its most basic state,

a stage upon which God’s story is played out. We
will study this stage, which has contributed to, and
affected the course of, the “play.” For these reasons,
geography studies are also a major focus in this plan,
and are set in historical context.

Studying world history from a Biblical perspec-

tive in this spiraling way gives us more than a great
education. It shows us or origins and calling. It also
humbles us as it reveals that we are creatures: finite,
small, completely in God’s power.

In our modern world, where we seem to have so
much control, it is important for our children to learn
that their lives are to fit into God’s plan, not that they

are only required to “make room” in their busy lives for
Him. (Acts 13:36 says, “For when David had served God’s
purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried
with his fathers and his body decayed.”)

At the same time, we learn about our God-given free will,
seeing that human choices are important and have real con-
sequences. Our students will serve God’s purposes in their
generation. How good for them to realize this and become
active, willing participants in the good work that God has
appointed for them to do!

There is too much sheer knowledge in the world for your
child to become an expert in all fields. We can confidently
predict that your child will not be a brain surgeon and an
astronaut and the President of the United States. God has
called each child for a certain role that is very specific.

However, daily growing in Christlikeness and a solid, classi-
cal education based on a deep, biblically-informed knowl-
edge of history, literature, church history, government,
philosophy, and various worldviews will prepare your child
best for both the present world and the world to come.

As he grows, you (and he) will sense the gifts and talents
that God has given your child in order to perform the good
works for which he was created. You, the teacher, can rest
in the knowledge that it’s not “all up to you.” Our children’s
scopes or work and specialties will be limited, but a good
basic platform from which to launch is the goal of Tapestry
studies.




General Goals for Each Learning Level
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Level

Reading

Writing

Discussion

Arts &
Activities

Approximate
Time

Needs &
Limitations

Lower Grammar (LG)

Upper Grammar (UG)

Dialectic (D)

Rhetoric (R)

Short History/Bible/Literature
read-alouds; phonics practice

Short copywork, beginning writ-
ing, handwriting, spelling

Simple narration
(“Tell me what happened...”)

Lots of projects, coloring, crafts,
simple maps

Several short blocks spread
through the morning; 1-3 hrs total
“schoolish” time per week

U These students will need to
work closely with you almost
all the time.

U Remember, you read to them!

U Make low places on shelves or
in cubbies for the things that
they directly access.

U Resources and materials that
you’ll manage for them you
can keep up high.

Independent history or litera-
ture reading; Bible reading

More writing practice, para-
graphs, simple reports

Regular but casual and short
discussions to check compre-
hension

Enjoy hands-on; can work more
independently on projects

~4 hours of school per week-
day total (including math and
science)

Work more independently
Students who “read to
learn” can manage:

Books

Directions for hands-on
projects

Dividing weekly assign-
ments into daily tasks
Correcting their own work
(with checking)

O 0O OO0 OO0

Heavier history or literature reading; note-

taking

Longer compositions; more pre-writing

and

Weekly history discussion; some literature

talk

revision

Fewer projects; more academic focus

~ 45 minutes per day per major subject
(3—4 hrs per major subject per week)

(Y.

Can manage much of their school-
work independently with training.
May have time to work with younger
siblings to help ease your teaching
load

Will need to have fixed class periods
for discussion and may have other
teachers.

Need fixed deadlines.

Can work out a well-defined schedule.

Substantial reading for history/lit-
erature, often adult classics level

Essays, research papers, literary
analysis

High-level history & literature dis-
cussions in the Socratic style

Projects mostly for portfolios and
art or music appreciation, not core
learning

~ 5-7 hrs/week per credit-bearing
subject course

Most capable of working inde-
pendently

Need fixed class periods for
discussion

May have classes with other
teachers

May be too busy to help
younger students

May need more privacy to
concentrate uninterrupted for
longer periods of time

0 0O 0O 0 O

Tapestry of Grace divides assignments into four distinct learning levels, based on the medival educators’ Trivium, that span roughly three grades each. Lower Grammar
students are non-fluent readers of about the ages suitable for first through third grade students who enjoy learning basic facts. Upper Grammar students are indepen-
dent readers of about the fourth to sixth grades. These students enjoy learning concrete, sequential facts & “fun facts.”

Together, Lower Grammar and Upper Grammar make up the first half of a child’s education, which we refer to as the “Weft years.” On a loom, “weft” means the shorter
and shallower horizontal threads, so “weft” is our nickname for the two lower levels which require shorter and shallower materials.

Dialectic students are independent readers in about the seventh to ninth grades who enjoy exploring connections, comparisons, categories, & definitions. Rhetoric stu-
dents are independent readers in the tenth to twelfth grades who can analyze, synthesize, and read the Great Books for ideas, arguments, and means of persuasion. We
refer to these learning levels as the “Warp years” in reference to the longer and deeper vertical threads on a loom.




Modalities
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Learning Level

Q0

Lower Grammar (1-3)

.52

Upper Grammar (4-6)

QL

Dialectic (7-9)

Rhetoric (10-12)

Your Modalities

Auditory

Simple narration
(“Tell me what hap-
pened...”)

Regular but casual and
short discussions to check
comprehension

Weekly history discussion;
some literature talk

High-level history & lit-
erature discussions in the
Socratic style

Kinesthetic

Lots of projects, coloring,
crafts, simple maps, hand-
writing

Enjoy hands-on; can work
more independently on
projects

Fewer projects; more aca-
demic focus

Projects mostly for portfo-
lios, not core learning

Visual

Learning to read (phonics),
learning to write, watching
some videos (optional)

Learning to read independently
(chapter books), watching some
videos (optional), beginning to
learn note-taking, learning to
write compositions

Reading independently, watch-
ing videos, taking notes, mak-
ing presentations, and some

field trips.

Reading, watching videos,
taking notes, making presenta-
tions, and some field trips.

As you consider your student’s modalities, bear in mind that you probably also have your own! When you were a young
child, you might have had a pronounced preference for one or two modalities. As we grow older, we often become better at
learning in several different ways, but we may keep a lifelong preference for one modality.

It is helpful to be aware of your own “modality bias” (if any) as you consider how to teach your students. For example, if
you have a strong preference for auditory learning, but your student is strongly visual or kinesthetic, you may need to adjust
your teaching style so that your student can learn more easily. This does not mean that you must cater exclusively to your
student’s preferred modalities in all situations; however, it does help to be aware of your student’s modalities, especially if
they are different to yours, so that you can decide how best to help your student learn.

N
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Auditory Learning

Learning by listening includes discussion,
reading aloud, audiobooks, and narra-
tion, as well as some field trips.
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Kinesthetic Learning

Learning by doing includes art projects,
labeling maps, lapbook and timeline

work, worksheets, field trips, and games.

é | )

Visual Learning

Learning by seeing includes reading,

watching videos, taking notes, making
presentations, and some field trips.

N J
J
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V—p Think about time
O Morning tasks, Dad’s hours
O Think about learning levels for the year ahead. Are they all lower levels,

Take Some Time

The more we ask for direction and trust God for wisdom through our hus-
bands, the more skilled they will probably become in leading us! The Internet
and nearby neighbors can be God’s gifts for inspiration, but they shouldn’t
supplant our husbands!

" *
‘ *

é
.

all upper levels, or a range of lower and upper?
O What kind of activities can keep babies busy?
U What about naps?

Think about older student’s abilities g
O Can they improve their own learning by teaching things to littles? ‘ A

Can they occasionally sit with littles or mind babies?

Can they read aloud to siblings? \/
Can they sometimes grade littles’ routine papers (e.g spelling, math)?

The “Greater Yes!”

You may need to say “no...”

[

184

U Extra-curricular activities are valuable, but may make your family over-busy.

U Some things that students have more time for in the grammar years (sports or
lots of social activities) may have to be downgraded for high school.

X
U Even church events (if you have many) might need to be pared down a little.

... so that you can say “yes!”
U Each child’s spiritual development needs to be considered.

U A quiet home may best foster both character and educational advancement.

U Keeping schedules regular and allowing ample time to study are key goals.



Make Student Profiles
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Spiritual Social

Q Showing more inter- W Showing much growth in
est in knowing God. wanting good for others.

Q Try to help her see O Needs to learn to speak
Jesus more clearly. more kindly

A Clear and Concrete “Snapshot” Is Valuable

A Word from 1 Thessalonians 5

to respond to each complex child in a complex way.

Life Skills

U Has mastered laundry.

W Learn to clean a bath-
room thoroughly

U Do her practice piano
regularly

U Learn to cook two new
meals each quarter

Writing out a profile for each student will give you an opportunity to truly consider different sides

of your child’s character and personal development in a “snapshot” at the beginning of the year. We
recommend you include at least one area of recent growth to prevent discouragement, pray over this
profile, discuss it with your husband, and perhaps show it to your child as well to make sure it is fair
and accurate. Once you have this profile, it can help you make decisions for your child’s year ahead.
You will also be able to look back over it at the end of the year, adding notes to celebrate new growth!

Academic

(M
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Bible: Survey as part of Tapestry Year One
studies

History: Read all the Tapestry core read-
ings, and do one hands-on project/month
as a minimum

Math: Finish Saxon 6/5 book and published
tests

Geography: Tapestry maps each week

Timeline: Faithfully complete this every
day for one unit

Writing: Tapestry writing assignments
Science: Tapestry science program
Literature: Tapestry Literature program

Spelling: Tapestry spelling program

1 Thessalonians 5:14 says “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.” It can be
extremely helpful to remember that a child can be “idle” (also translated “unruly”) and “fainthearted” and “weak” all at once! A teacher may need to “ad-
monish {warn] the idle” parts of a child’s character by correcting disobedience and disorder with clarity and firmness, not ignoring sin or laziness. How-
ever, at the same time, she may need to “encourage the fainthearted” by noticing when a child is also discouraged, anxious, or overwhelmed, and by giving
comfort, hope, and reassurance instead of harshness. Then, a teacher will probably need to “help the weak” by recognizing that some children struggle
more than others—whether in character, confidence, attention, or understanding—and offering steady support rather than frustration.

Finally, no matter whether one or all of these are in play, the teacher will need to “be patient with them all,” remembering that her students are a complex
mixture of (at least!) unruliness, faintheartedness, and weakness. Growth in both learning and character is usually slow and wavering. This verse is a call




The Structure of A Weekplan
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Colors have meanings!
Look at the top of each
page to check the section
of the week-plan:

Threads
(Learning Objectives)

Reading Assignments
& Weekly Overviews

Writing Assignments

Student Activity Pages

Teacher’s Notes

Supplements

J

Look at the bottom of charts
and Student Activity Pages to
see learning level indicators:

FOUR YEAR-PLANS take
your family through the whole
of recorded human history in
a four-year cycle, meaning that
in a twelve-year education, all
of history is surveyed three
times at higher and higher
levels of understanding.

FOUR UNITS make up each
year-plan of Tapestry. Units
divide the year’s work into
more manageable amounts.
The Loom is a digital resource
which contains materials that
apply to the year-plan as a
whole, such as the Introduction
and forms and resources you’ll
find useful all year round.

NINE WEEK-PLANS make

up most Tapestry units (some
have eight or ten). These are the
weekly study plans and tools
that your family will use to

homeschool. Each one is a plan

of study for one typical school
week, based on the pace thata
high school student must keep
in order to cover all of world
history, literature, church his-
tory, government, philosophy,
and arts in a four-year time
frame.

Upper

T — Dialectic

Rhetoric

Year 1

Loom

Access
Unit 4
Unit 3
Unit 2

Unit 1

-k 6

Week 7

THREADS summarize the main topics of
the week and offer the teacher objective
goals. Threads also list page numbers for
easy reference to Teacher’s Notes within each
week-plan.

READING ASSIGNMENT CHARTS are
organized on four learning levels so that all
students can read different and age-appropri-
ate books while studying the same histori-
cal topic(s) . . . and graduate to increasingly
complex books as they get older.

WEEKLY OVERVIEW CHARTS show you
the week at a glance for all suggested activi-
ties except reading. They are written to the
students to encourage independent planning,
but you are the teacher and will be able to
guide your student’s choices each week.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS are organized
into twelve levels to keep your students chal-
lenged! Assignments cover a wide range of
genres to give you a rich writing program, but
they are still connected to each week’s history
topics.

STUDENT ACTIVITY PAGES detail assign-
ments mentioned in the Weekly Overviews.
Activities, discussion questions, geography
assignments, and more, are are all spelled out
here in language addressed to the student.

PAGEANT OF PHILOSOPHY offers a
unique approach to philosophy throughout
history! Using a play format with scripts,
students and parents follow the adventures
of Simplicio, the questioner, as he dialogues
with the famous minds of the ages.

TEACHER’S NOTES supply detailed infor-
mation by discipline. You learn in summary
what your children are reading about in de-
tail. Because you are “in the know,” you can
be the teacher every week while streamlining
your preparation time.

SUPPLEMENTS contain bonus information
that will benefit your student, and are not
included in all week-plans. They can include
anything from in-depth articles to extra
instructions for extended projects.



Threads

The first two or three pages of each week-plan are

Reading Assignment Charts

All students are reading about the same historical topic, On the Alternate or Extra Resources we list additional titles that

designed to provide teachers with the main emphases. but using resources specially chosen for their reading may or may not be in print, in case you have trouble finding a

Threads offer objective goals for the week so that you ability and level of comprehension. The Primary Re- recommended book

are assured that you've covered the right amount of sources provide families with all they will need for that

information for the week. week’s reading assignments.
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Primary Resources @ Alternate or Extra Resources
O The week-plan titleand ~ @ Colors on the left show @ Reading charts are divid- a bigger glimpse into the © Many titles listed here are © There are no worksheets

number are found here. learning levels: red for time frame at hand.
lower grammar, gold
for upper grammar,

green for dialectic, and

popular among homeschool-
ing families: take a look in
your public library if you
wish to supplement the pri-

or helps available for these
titles, but they do provide
excellent alternatives if
you have already read the

ed horizontally by subject.
You only need to assign
books in disciplines that
your student is covering!

© Sometimes a chart block
will have no assignment
in certain subjects. This

© These colored page
edges make quick
reference tabs, so

) . . .

finding your place s blue for rhetoric! © Read-alouds add interest is fine! mary fesourcettst we }ilstl.{You primary suggestions.

easy once you learn © Quick lookup page and more information to . may also want o check your @ hege activity books are
Y 4 P pag O Here on the Primary own home bookshelves. Y

numbers function as
a Table of Contents for
the Teacher’s Notes in

the color codes (purple
for Threads, yellow for
Overview pages, etc!)

easily substituted for those
listed on the primary page.

your week. Designed for
grammar and dialectic
levels to hear together,
these book choices do not

Resources we have tried
to assign a reasonable
amount for an average

© The history supplement row

lists optional books that are ® Supplemental worldview

© Threads are divided
by subject, so you can
quickly see your goals
for each discipline.

each week-plan. They
mean you never need

to go hunting for helps
for teaching the week —
we tell you just where

to find them.

answer questions found in

the Student Activity Pages.

They simply promote
“couch time” and provide

student on that learning
level to read in a week. But,
you are the teacher! As-
sign as much or as little as
is right for your student.

not guaranteed to answer

questions from the Student

Activity Pages. Enjoy thes
optional books if you are
expanding your week.

€

assignments offer greater
depth and help with church
history studies or praying
for unreached peoples.



Weekly Overview

Weekly, these two charts show the student all of his options (except reading and writing assignments) at a glance.
They are written to the students to encourage independent planning, but you are the teacher and will be able to

guide the student’s choices each week.
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First Page
@ Student Threads are tion, spelling words, or
the weekly Threads just as an easy way for

rephrased for the benefit you to familiarize them

of your student. with words of the period.
@ People introduces O Older students are

students to important encouraged to add this

historical figures they short, weekly list of

dates to a cumulative
timeline project. This
four-year activity can
be started with any

may encounter in the
, .
week’s reading.

o Younger students are
given a set of words
that may appear in the
week’s reading, and
which may be used for
vocabulary memoriza-

aid students in making
connections between
simultaneous events oc-
curring across oceans.

year-plan. This work will

row is designed to
give students ideas for
individual projects.
Details are provided
in related resources or
the Student Activity
Pages.

© The Group Activities

row gives co-ops or
families the opportu-
nity to engage in team
building or group
interaction while
enhancing learning.
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Second Page
O This first Activities © The Geography row

summarizes the stu-
dent assignments that
are expanded in the

Student Activity Pages.

Families will need age-
appropriate atlases in
order to complete the
geography assign-
ments.

10

Remember, you are the teacher! Tapestry is
your tool, not your master. Each week-plan
presents an educational buffet of options:
reading assignments, activities, questions

to answer, writing assignments, and more!
However, as with any buftet, you simply can’t
eatitall. You must customize this curric-
ulum to your individual family. No one
student will do all the suggested reading and
activities.

How do you customize? This is a question
that many teachers ask. The answer is, “you
just have to try it.” While reviewing this
guide will give you confidence to begin, you’ll
gain far more expertise at customizing Tap-
estry of Grace by simply starting school with
your first week-plan and learning to tweak
as you go! Be patient with yourself and your
students. It takes time to learn new ways of
doing school, but the rewards can be worth
the effort!

~

Lampstand Press includes a supplemental pack
of blank student maps and teacher answer

key maps called Map Aids. Print off as many
custom-drawn, learning-level-specific outline
maps as you need each week, then check student
answers against the teacher’s maps!




Writing Overview Student Activity Pages

Writing assignments are found on pages 8-10 each Weekly, these pages provide worksheets, questions, or Pages for older students (dialectic and rhetoric levels)

week. There are twelve learning levels that correlate other assignments for students. The information is include questions that prepare them for discussions. These

with normal grade levels. You are the teacher! You written to the student, but you will help him choose are divided into Accountability and Thinking Questions

can mix and match, jumping between levels, weeks, wisely so that he can learn through a variety of modali- each week. Be sure to read the Loom supplement so you get

and units. More choices mean total flexibility! ties — visual, tactile, or auditory. the most from these resources!
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O Writing Assignments @ While roughly

are summarized by
genre, so you know
at a glance what your
student is working
on this week.

O Instructions and
topics give specific,
weekly direction for
your student.

correlated to grade
levels, we know that
many students need
customized training.
Thus, you should feel
free to adjust your
student lower or
higher depending on
his skill level.

Livemanme:

questicns,

1. WHICH CHAPTER IS ENTITLED "NIGHT IN THE CAVE'?.

‘Tabls of Contents,

T

2 wm@ror FEART

3 wm.mm

4. WHICH CHAPTER REGI

5. WHICH CH)

6. ON WHICH PAGE DOES THE CHAPTER ENTITLED "KEEP UP YGUR COURAGE” BEGING

7. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 212

f

8. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 417

B. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 107

0. ON WHICH PAGE DOFS THE LAST CHAPTER OF THE BOOK BEGING

© For grammar and
dialectic students,
colorful worksheets
provide reinforce-
ment activities for the
Literature selection
students read.

© Weekly, a colored
quarter circle in the
lower corner tells your
student which pages
are meant for him.

© Additionally,
grammar and
dialectic Student
Activity Pages
contain ideas for
activities and
hands-on projects
and geography
assignments that
make learning come
alive for many young
students.
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© Accountability Questions
(AQs) help students find
and focus on the main
ideas for each weekly
history topic. Answers to
AQs are found in books
listed on the Primary
Reading Assignment
Chart.

© Thinking Questions
(TQs) are not typically
factual in nature. Stu-
dents must often extrapo-
late answers from their
readings. They may not
reach the full answer

before discussion time,
when you, the teacher,
will help them connect
the dots. The purpose
for these questions is
to “prime the pump” for
discussion time, where
you lead your child by
Socratic questioning to
form his own Christian
worldview.

© Weekly, rhetoric
Literature directions lead
older students through
detailed analyses of the
Great Books.



Pageant of Philosophy

Tapestry helps you prepare your students to engage

intelligently with other worldviews as they move out

into the world. Over the four years of rhetoric level

studies, our Pageant of Philosophy uses a play format

to survey major philosophies throughout history.
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O This is an elective compo-
nent, and does not appear in
every week-plan.

O The play format is a fun way
to explore complex philo-
sophical concepts. Students
read the role of a youth
looking for truth. Parents
can read the role of the
week’s philosopher, and then
use a discussion outline in
the Teacher’s Notes to help
students biblically analyze
the philosopher’s views.

() Weekly, statements from the
Pageant script are high-

lighted in blue. The discus-
sion outline in the Teacher’s
Notes helps you to expand
on these three points.

O Creative dialogue makes

philosophers approachable
to the student. Direct quota-
tions from the philosophers
are in bold text, so there’s no
confusion as to what’s real
and what’s fictional.

@ Footnotes reference the

source of any original quota-
tion so that curious students
can read the philosopher’s
own works if they wish.

Teacher’s Notes

Tapestry teacher notes incorporate several kinds of information: the

socratic discussion scripts are the most important at the Dialectic

and Rhetoric levels. The goal of each week’s discussion is to help stu-
dents reach an “Ohhhh!” moment, showing that they have worked
through worldview issues and come to satisfying conclusions.
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© We pull background informa-
tion together for you in the
form of articles from World
Book encyclopedia (indicated
by cream-colored back-
grounds behind the text) and
also add our own commentary.
Each discipline has its own
section each week. Answers
to the Accountability Ques-
tions listed for dialectic and
rhetoric students can some-
times be found in these pages.

@ Often, sidebars contain
scripture references that help
parents bring biblical perspec-
tive to historical topics.

12

© Weekly Socratic discussion
outlines help you teach your
dialectic and rhetoric
students, making crucial
connections and / or analyses
of the history, church history,
literature, government, and
philosophy readings that
they may have done.

O The Glance Ahead (at the
end of each Teacher’s Notes
section) offers helpful infor-
mation for preparing for the
week ahead and warnings if
there is questionable content
in upcoming assignments.

Why are there no answers to Accountability
Questions (AQs) and Thinking Questions (TQs)
in the Teacher’s Notes?

Answering AQs in written form can keep
students focused on the lesson and train them

to find the main ideas so that they are not at

a loss when discussion time comes. The TQs
help students prepare to discuss the pith of the
week’s lesson, offering a chance to “limber up”
for mental wrestling with profound issues during
upcoming Socratic discussions.

Unlike AQs, TQs do not focus on factual infor-
mation or the main ideas. Rather, these questions
ask students to begin a process of either connect-
ing facts (dialectic) or analyzing them (rhetoric)
before class. As aresult, many of the TQs won’t
be fully answered independently. Instruct
students to do their best preparation work, and
anticipate that, during the Socratic discussion
process, their comprehension of the material will
increase.

AQs and TQs work towards the Socratic dis-
cussion. Rather than a more traditional Q&A
parroting session, or a dull game of educational
ping-pong, our discussion outlines attempt to
enliven your individual experiences, producing
memorable learning. As a result, you will not find
a quick “answer key” to the AQs and TQs in our
discussion outlines, and your goal is not to “check
students’ answers.” Our Teacher’s Notes taken as
a whole constitute each week’s “answer key.”

Weekly supplements contain bonus
information such as in-depth articles,
teacher versions of student charts, or
extended project instructions, and are
not included in every week-plan.




Doing School At Home: Four Categories to Consider

-

WA

N\

~

Student Environment

Where will students do their work?
O School Room

U Bedroom

U Living Room

U Kitchen Table

Think through the possibilities for
your students. As needed, assign
places for various types of school-
work to be done.

[ )

’Q

N\ J

Resources

Where will you store your student’s
resources?

O Books

O Craft materials

Q) Storage Files (if you prefer to
print)

O Paper, pencils, rulers, etc.

Key supplies should be organized

and stored so that your students

will not have to go through work

the work of findings things in order
to get to the work of doing school!
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Student Work

Where and how will students orga-
nize the work that they produce?

U Notebooks?
U File folders?
O Stacks on your desk?

For student up to fourth grade or
students whom you want to keep
completely oft screens, we suggest a
combination of file folders in draw-
ers or boxes and notebooks.

Note: Unless you have a strong
objection to the use of screens, we
recommend that students begin
learning to work on the computer
in about fourth grade. For upper
level classes, they will likely need
to know at least typing, formatting,
how to build slides, and how to
submit digital documents to online
classroom management systems.

Giving Feedback

When and how you will grade or
review students’ work?

U Grade papers at your desk?

U When sitting at sports lessons
or other such events?

U Inyour bedroom at nights?

Set up a place for students to put
work that needs feedback, and
determine where work will go after
it is graded.

Note: Unless you have a strong
objection to the use of screens,
we recommend that you try a free
online education management
system such as Google Classroom
for students in fourth grade and up.
Google Classroom, for example,
is an excellent way to give assign-
ments, receive submissions, give
feedback and grades, and keep
records.



Storage, Organization, Setup, and Planning to Plan

-

N\

Learning Level

Books

Spiral-Bound
Workbooks vs.
Three-Ring Binders

Journals or Bound
Notebooks

Work Boxes &
File Boxes

Fridge Calendars
with Magnets

Personal Paper
Planners or Online
Calendars

Online School
Management
System

Weekly Planning
Meeting

Reading Assign-
ment Charts and
Threads

Lower Grammar (Grades 1-3)

Invite student to help carry books home from
the library or unwrap them as they arrive.
Keep books on a low shelf and invite the stu-
dent to help label books by subject / unit. Use
a device for audiobooks, ebooks, and movies.

Students may only have loose papers and
worksheets that can be kept in a work box, or
you may choose to put them in a notebook
that you organize

Great for drawing and nature walks, but these
students are still learning to read, so not
needed yet as commonplace books or diaries

Use work boxes to organize worksheets and
supplies for the week. These can be great
because young students can decide what to do
when (with help).

Use magnets to learn which subjects to do on
which days and also chores, hygiene, exercise,
outdoor play, trips, church events, etc.

Not usually suitable for this age because stu-
dents are not yet reading fluently.

We don’t recommend that young student who
are still learning to read and write use these,
but it is up to you!

If oldest, “plan the week” with fridge magnets
and direct student to a special (low) shelf
holding his or her books, supplies, work boxes,
etc. Don’t forget rewards! If there are older
siblings, “sit in” on the big kids’ planning
meeting also to begin gleaning.

Do not use for this age because students are
non-fluent readers. Instead, use broader and
more picture-based fridge magnets.

Upper Grammar (Grades 4-6)

Invite student input while browsing booklists at the
beginning of each year / unit. Teach student to “play
librarian” by doing weekly library searches / reserva-
tions and labeling books by subject / unit or organiz-
ing audiobooks, ebooks, and movies on devices.

Dialectic (Grades 7-9) Rhetoric (Grades 10-12)

Invite student input, perhaps combining with resource management and
economics training by giving a budget per unit and letting student to do a
“pre-shop” to select a list of living books from booklists. You can then go
through the list with your student and make your final selections.

TOG materials often work better in sturdy three-ring binders so that you can decide how much to print and can easily add / remove
pages, but it’s up to you. If you know you plan to use every student page you’ve downloaded and want to have them printed and ring-
bound, go for it! Whether using spiral-bound or three-ring binders, treat like books for storage or management.

Great as commonplace books, field journals, or diaries to record thoughts, copy good quotes from reading, take notes, draw, brain-
storm, etc. Can provide older students especially with important personal space for sifting ideas, trying to articulate beliefs or feel-

ings for the first time, logging items to remember, etc.

Gradually transition away from these as students
become fluent readers and do more reading / writ-
ing work in notebooks or digital documents. Older
students will need to learn typing, how to use and
format some form of digital word processor, and how
to organize their work for the week using a personal
planner or online calendar

If students are able and it fits their needs, gradually
transition students from filling out paper weekly
organization charts in 4th grade to filling out online
calendars with readings and tasks in 6th grade.

If students are able and it fits their needs, gradually
transition students from filling out paper charts to
using online school management systems.

Students in these grades benefit greatly from a weekly planning session with you so that they can
learn to manage resources, rhythms, and projects. They learn short-range and long-range plan-
ning, how to handle obstacles or scarce resources, and how to use planning / management software.

Work Boxes, File Boxes, Fridge Calendars, and Magnets are rarely applicable
at these ages. However, similar to the idea of being handed a box with all
one’s work in it for the week and being allowed to choose what to do when,
older students should be growing into the freedom of being handed a week’s
worth of assignments and being free to organize their time / tasks to meet
deadlines.

Students should be able to fill out either
paper planners (some tactile students
prefer these) or online calendars with

readings and tasks. Students at this age are largely

independent in their use of per-
sonal paper planners or online
school management systems,
but they should still sit in on
weekly planning meetings

at home as needed to receive
assignments / clarify expecta-
tions / have accountability for
their outside classes.

Students should be able to either track
assignments on paper calendars in note-
books or use online school management
systems for submissions, etc.

Give them some freedom of choice and room to make mistakes. Provide oversight for their work in
outside classes with other teachers, if any. Don’t forget rewards (being able to schedule time with
friends, special food treats or alone time doing something fun with a parent, etc.)

Print and have students fill them in during weekly
planning meetings in 4th grade, and gradually transi-
tion to online management systems by 6th grade (if
desired)

Older students should be able to consult student pages for themselves, ask

a few questions about which readings / exercises / tasks are required for a
given week, then plan their work and work their plan to a deadline such as a
weekly class or project deadline. Personal paper planners or online school
management software are likely to be in play at this age.
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A Books-Based Curriculum

Tapestry of Grace is a books-based curricu-
l lum. We like to use living books in a combi-
nation of topical books and spine books.
( Topical books are books on just one topic
such as “Harriet Tubman” or “George Wash-
' ington.”

It is relatively easy to find a great book on

a single topic, and we love them for their
depth, complexity, and vivid richness. How-
ever, sometimes you just need to cover it in a few pages and then see how
it relates to other topics over time.

For instance, how do Paul Revere and George Washington and the Bos-
ton Tea Party come together to make up the beginning of the American
Revolution? A good “spine book” gives an overview of related topics over
time, showing how they fit together to make up a bigger picture (a “Tap-
estry” of people, ideas, places, and events). They lower time and money
costs while showing connections and the big picture.

To take advantage of the different strengths and weaknesses of Topic
Books and Spine Books, we have always tried to find and assign a combi-
nation of them in our booklists for the Tapestry Curriculum. To help you
stay organized, we've made Amazon book lists to correspond with each
year and subject. You can sort through these with your students to find
the right books for your family. See the Unit Introducton for booklists.

4 )
The Warp Readers

Tapestry's own spine books! These four readers
(one for each historical era) are designed to provide
Dialectic and Rhetoric students with stable spine
books to provide overviews, connections, and bibli-
cal context for their readings in living books.

N J
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Organizing Your Bookcase

-

You can use the highest shelves as “deep storage” for books to
be used later or books that have been used earlier.

Rhetoric students, being tallest, can use the highest shelves.
Dialectic books should go lower, and Upper Grammar books
lower still. Put books for Lower Grammar students on the
lowest shelves so that they can be reached easily.

If you have lower cubbies, you can use them for students’ file
boxes or work boxes.

~




Book Labels

History 4 N

Your curriculum includes complimentary
label templates that can be printed on a

standard-sized round labels sheet.
Philosophy O Use the red labels for Year 1 or for

Lower Grammar in any year

O Use the yellow labels for Year 2 or

@ @ @ @ Worldview for Upper Grammar in any year
U Use the green labels for Year 3 or
a

for Dialectic in any year

Use the blue labels for Year 4 or for
@ @ @ @ Literature Rhetoric in any year

You can also

\ \ write the weeks
Arts & Activities gn }i ble:lnk l;bzld
y hand and a

it to the spine of
the book.
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Binders and File Boxes

-

Binders:

U A one-inch student binder to use each unit (pages
can be switched each quarter)

U Subject dividers (typically 10)

O At least three pocket dividers for loose papers that
you don’t want to hole-punch

Q Thirty-six weekly dividers (available from our online
store)

U Put printed three sets of week-plan pages in three
divider pockets

U Four two-inch binders (one binder per unit is usual).

U 1000 sheet protectors

Student Workbox: Purchase one file box per student, and one
for yourself unless you are using a file drawer in your desk.

U Print materials and put them in folders in the file box.

U Place lesson materials and instructions into separate
boxes the night before.

Q Students then work through the materials independently
as they are able.

Student Workbooks: Print materials and have them spiral-
bound.

General Supplies: Purchase page protectors, sharpie markers,
or whiteboard markers.
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Bare Minimum Printing

-

1.

2.

Student Notebook: Print Student Activity Pages, Supple-
ments, and Map Aids pages.

Teacher Notebook:

Threads (pages 1-3)

Reading Assignment Charts (pages 4-5)
Weekly Overview Charts (pages 6-7)
Background notes for History

Discussion outlines for History

o000 0o

Answer keys or discussion outlines for Literature




Printing Curriculum Subjects

-

Subject

History

Geography

Worldview

Writing

Literature

Government

Philosophy

Learning Level

All Levels

All Levels

All Levels

All Levels

All Levels

R only

R only

Student

LG and UG students may not need more than the

reading assignment charts printed for this subject.
D and R students will need these pages printed or

digital access (depending on their preferences).

Print Geography instructions for each level each
week as well as blank maps from Map Aids.

LG and UG students do not have Worldview stud-
ies each week, so printing is not always needed. D
and R students will need either fully-printed or
digital pages (depending on their preferences).

The student writing assignments will need to be
printed if you are using Tapestry of Grace’s writing
program. Otherwise, you need not print them.

LG and UG students will need worksheets printed
for this subject each week. D and R students will
need these pages printed or digital access (depend-
ing on their preferences).

Rhetoric students will need all these pages printed
except in weeks where there are no Government
studies.

Rhetoric students will need all these pages printed
except in weeks where there are no Philosophy
studies.

Teacher

For LG and UG, you will only need reading
assignment charts. For D and R, you will need
printed or digital discussion scripts according
to your preference; either way can work well.

For all four levels, you may print Geography
instructions or not, but you will probably want
to print teacher maps from Map Aids when
students need to use them for reference.

Not all levels have Worldview studies each
week, but you will need printed or digital dis-
cussion scripts for these classes as they arise.

If you are using the Tapestry of Grace writing
program, you will want to print the writing
overview pages and Writing Aids.

For LG and UG, you will only need work-
sheet answer keys. For D and R, you will need
printed or digital discussion scripts according
to your preference; either way can work well.

Rhetoric students do not have Government
studies each week, but you will need printed or
digital discussion scripts as they arise.

Rhetoric students do not have Philosophy
studies each week, but you will need printed or
digital discussion scripts as they arise.
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Printing Supplements

©

Map Aids All Levels Since the maps will have to be filled out, print them for all levels each week.
@ oo Nt T tudn et ond e s vl e it dpendng n o
@ Pop Quiz (Audio + Question Cards) All Levels Print unit question cards for each unit and level to lead dinner conversations.
9 Writing Aids All Levels Print talking points to share with students if you wish.
@ Handwriting LG Print handwriting sheets for student practice each week.
English Grammar UG Print student worksheets for student work each week.
@ Lapbook LG | UG Print once per unit, and print instructions for student to use throughout the unit.
@ Planning Aids LG | UG Print only the version of the reading assignment charts that you plan to use each week
% Weft History Audio (+ Question Cards) LG | UG Print unit question cards for each unit and level to lead classes or dinner conversations.
@ Grammar History Activity Book LG | UG Print entire book for student to use throughout the year.
@ The Warp Reader D |R Print all four volumes for student to use throughout the year, or read digitally.
Poetics R Print entire book for student to use throughout Grades 10-12, or read digitally.
Shorter Works Anthology R Print entire book or only selections that you will be using, or read digitally.
6 Key Documents in Government Studies R Print whichever selections you will be using, or read digitally.

Printing or not is always up to you, but this chart reflect common practices among families in our Tapestry of Grace community.
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Grading

-

You may delay formal letter grades until later dialectic or high school. If you choose to do this, use weekly discussion, written work, occasional quizzes/
tests, and annual standardized tests or reviews to evaluate student progress. If you do wat to give letter grades (co-op, state requirements, personal prefer-

ence), you can use Tapestry Evaluations and answer keys to simplify.

Traditional Courses

« World History I-11

o United States History I-1I
» European History I-11

» Writing

« Philosophy

« Worldviews

o American Literature

o European Literature

« English Literature I-II

o Art Appreciation I-II

o Music Appreciation I-1I

« History of Political Theory I-II

Year 3

Portfolios

If you want to use portfolios to
track progress, you might include:

Photos of projects (with student-
written captions)

Timelines and maps

Tests and quizzes

Best essays and reports
Field trip photos and notes

Special “books” that the students
create (e.g., Book of Presidents)

Update the portfolio each unit, not
just end-of-year, to avoid feeling
overwhelmed.

~




Getting Overwhelmed

More
Proijects

Lots of

We compare ourselves and our children with others.
classes

We fall into striving or discouragement.

Lesson
plans

We redouble our efforts or implode.
We feel that we can and should always do more!

We can’t obey all the voices we hear, and we aren’t meant to.

Our husbands are God’s provision to help us.
They share our responsibilities and care for our children.
They can be our personal plumb lines.

They don’t need to master the details to set a direction.
They can love, listen, pray, speak, and lead.

Wise older women can also help.

God Himself is always there.
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Prayer Matters




What About the Schedule?

-

Year 4
Year 3
Year 2

= ’ Year 1
Loom
Access
Unit 4
Unit 3
Unit 2

I ’Unit 1

L 4
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@ Lower Grammar @ @\ Upper Grammar /@ ,@\ Dialectic @ @ Rhetoric @
@ —9 | @ ®
o Writing o Writing 0 Writing 0 Writing
-— -_— -— S—
g History g History % History X History
@ Literature @ Literature @ Literature @ Literature
\Arts & Activities \ Arts & Activities \ Arts & Activities \ Arts & Activities
g Worldview g Worldview g Worldview Worldview
@ Geography @ Geography @ Geography @ Geography
4 N\ ’ Philosophy
Think again of a one-room schoolhouse
U Everyone studies the same time period at different depths. i G
overnment
U Younger children need much of your one-on-one time. °
U Older children work more independently but still have weekly discussions.
Your week follows a basic rhythm
Read & Prepare > Think, Do, & Discuss > Write & Evaluate > Celebrate & Rest
\- J




The Weekly Rhythm

The Daily Rhythm

-

The centerpiece of the weekly rotation is the “read-think-
write” approach. Do reading early in the week; do discus-
sions, writing, tests, and activities later in the week.

Monday & Tuesday
Monday Only: Whole Family planning meeting

All readers: heavy history / literature reading

Older: start vocabulary cards, literature terms, maps, note-taking

Introduce writing assignments so they can “read with a purpose”

Everyone: daily math and science

Wednesday
History discussion day (with Mom or co-op)
Pre-writing for compositions after discussion

Spelling / vocabulary pre-tests

Thursday
Older: draft and revise writing
Timeline and vocabulary work

Catch-up reading, independent study

Friday
Writing polished and presented for editing

Quizzes/tests (spelling, vocabulary, history, etc.).

Literature discussion and writing class (Mom or co-op).

Library run to gather next week’s books.

Weekend
Saturday: family chores; Mom plans next week.

Sunday: rest, worship, fellowship.

86
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-

Morning is the time for “meat and potatoes and
veggies”, whereas afternoon is “dessert.”

Monday-Tuesday

6-8 AM: Breakfast, chores, quick house pick-up,
family devotions.

8-12 AM

O Focus on math, phonics/reading instruction,
writing basics.

Q Short, focused class times with younger kids;
longer stretches of independent work for older
ones.

Q Simple mid-morning snack + short recess for
younger children.

12-1 PM: Lunch + dishes and small chores.
1-3 PM
0 Naps/rest for littles.

0 Independent work (maps, vocabulary, timelines,
science reading, music practice) for UG/ D/ R.

O Hands-on projects, co-op meetings, field trips,
and discussions.

3-7 PM: Sports, music lessons, free play, errands,
dinner, “Daddy time.”




Your Weekly Planning

-

Expect to use 1-2 hours per week to plan (not including printing/
copying or gathering project supplies).
1. Skim the week’s big picture at each level.

O Read the Threads pages (overview of goals).

0 Read Reading Assignment Charts, Weekly Overview
Charts, and Writing Assignments

O Browse Teacher’s Notes to see main themes and key ideas.

2. Check for resources.
U Confirm needed books (purchase or borrow).
U Look at least two weeks ahead for library holds or book
orders, unless you already have everything.
3. Choose assignments for each child.

O From each column (LG, UG, D, R), check off the assign-
ments you want.

O Scan Student Activity Pages to note reading load vs. hands-
on load (heavy projects = lighter reading, etc.).

O Adjust for your children’s reading speeds, skill levels,
books you don’t have, or outside activities.
4. Confirm evaluation plan.

U Choose which form of evaluation you will use this week
(tests, writing pieces, or oral presentations).

O Make sure your students understand grading rubrics.

5. Read discussion material for older students.
O Carefully read D and R questions and discussion scripts.
O Decide what you want to cover in this week’s discussion.
6. Pray and hold the plan loosely. You plan your way; the Lord

directs your steps. Be ready to pivot for health, attitudes, and
“teachable moments.”

~

J
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Your Time During the Week

-

What should you prioritize during the week?

O Discuss, Discuss, Discuss
U Talk about what they read.

QO Askleading questions (“Why do you think ___?” “How
does this compare to what we read in the Bible?”).

U Tie history and literature to Scripture and character.

O Character & Heart Issues
U Stop to address bad attitudes and encourage good ones.

O Correct with the gospel, not just with rules.

U Train for Independence.
U Teach students to. ..
U Use their own schedule/assignment chart.
O Check oft completed work.

O Correct their own work (where answer keys exist)
and then bring questions to you.

O Occasionally check their checking to guard against lazi-
ness or cheating.

3
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Setting Expectations The Monday Morning Meeting

4 ) 4

Bear in mind these general expectations for each learning level... This meeting is crucial. Tt helps to keep everybody on track, pro-

Lower Grammar (K-3) vides a context for course corrections as needed, and gives children
a way to learn or practice critical self-management skills! It is also
a great way to invite student participation in the choices that you
must make to tailor any curriculum to the needs of your students.

O Short lessons, varied activities, lots of read-alouds and hands-
on.

O Focus: phonics, basic math, and a joyful exposure to history,
Bible, and literature. In this meeting, for example, you can:

Upper Grammar (3-6) 1. Review your choice of weekly assignments with each student
to be sure each one understands expectations, deadlines, and

O About four hours per day for all work combined. standards for good work.

U Focus: independent reading, beginning writing, and solid
study habits. 2. Collect and organize all necessay books and supplies.

Dialectic (6-9) 3. If age-appropriate, help students practice task management and
scheduling by working with them to transfer assignments to

O About 45 minutes/day per major subject (history, literature, weekly calendar charts and (or) digital online planners.

math, science, and writing (or grammar).

O Reading front-loaded early in the week; writing later. O Youngest Students: Use
magnets on the fridge to

Rhetoric (9-12) let them see and “own”

U Five to seven hours per week per one-credit course. their schedule by mov-

ing magnets around as

O Expect most of the daytime to be full; evenings relatively free. they complete, post-

More important than general expectations, we suggest that you pone, or re-arrange
review the Student Profiles that you made for each of your chil- tasks and events.
dr<?n about once per'umt and revise them as nf.:eded'. These ?ﬂll O Middles: They fill in
guide your expectations. They will also make it easier to point

h their own chart with
out encouraging growth to yourself and your student.

your supervision.

O Older: They copy from
your marked plan and
record time spent.
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Let us know if you need help.
We'’re here for you!

Tapestryofgrace.com

TAPESTRY of GRACE..
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