
Year Four Rhetoric — Grades 10-12

History Literature Government Philosophy Worldviews Writing Options Arts & Activities

U
ni

t 1

•	 American Presidents T. Roosevelt 
to  Coolidge

•	 Age of Innocence & 
Progressivism

•	 World War I
•	 Russian Revolution & Red Scare
•	 Roaring 20s, Prohibition & 

Speculation
•	 Rise of Stalin and Hitler
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Regionalists, Realists, 
Imagists, Yeats, WWI 
poets, Frost, and T.S. Eliot

•	 The Cherry Orchard 
(Chekhov)

•	 All Quiet on the Western 
Front (Remarque)

•	 Animal Farm (Orwell)
•	 Metamorphosis (Kafka)
•	 Literary Analysis

•	 Supreme Court v. 
State Legislatures

•	 The Income Tax
•	 Wartime Statism
•	 Leninism
•	 Free Speech in 

Wartime
•	 Women’s Suffrage
•	 Volstead Act
•	 KKK v. Private 

Schools

•	 Einstein
•	 Dewey
•	 Yeats & the 

Zeitgeist
•  Fundamental- 

ism
•	 Freud
•	 Wittgenstein
•	 Barth

•	 Revivalism: Samuel 
P. Jones, Benjamin 
Mills

•	 Protestant liberalism 
and the Social 
Gospel movement

•	 Fundamentalism
•	 Billy Sunday
•	 The Screwtape 

Letters (C.S. Lewis)

•	 Analytical Essays
•	 Basic Writing Skills *
•	 Biography Writing
•	 Cause and Effect 

Essays
•	 Classical Comparison 

Paper
•	 Compare and 

Contrast Essays
•	 Descriptive Writing
•	 Essay of 

Argumentation
•	 Essay of Definition
•	 Essay of Opposing 

Ideas
•	 Essay Test-taking
•	 Expository Essays (Y1, 

Y3)
•	 Historical Fiction
•	 Informal and Formal 

Outlines
•	 Lecture or Book Notes
•	 Literary Analysis
•	 Multimedia 

Presentation
•	 Narrative Essays
•	 Parables
•	 Personal Response to 

Literature
•	 Persuasive Essays
•	 Poetry
•	 Process Essays
•	 Senior Thesis
•	 Story Writing
•	 Websites

*  “Basic Writing Skills” 
may include any of 
the following: Parts of 
Speech, Writing Sentenc-
es, Sentence Structures, 
Sentence Combinations, 
Paragraph Construction, 
Transition Words and 
Sentences, and Steps in 
the Writing Process. 

•	 Arts & Artists: Debussy, Fauré, 
Matisse, Derain, the Fauves, Ives, 
Satie, Ravel, Puccini, Janáĉek, 
Nielsen, Rachmaninov, Williams, 
Stravinsky,  Boccioni, Popova, 
Orff Kandinsky, Chagall, Klee, 
Sibelius, Hindemith, Ellington, 
Barber, Ruggles, Villa-Lobos, 
Varèse, Milhaud, & Poulenc

•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 
Bank & Cubism

U
ni

t 2

•	 American Presidents Hoover to 
Truman

•	 Great Depression
•	 Hitler, Stalin, and Totalitarianism
•	 World War Il
•	 Beginning of the Cold War
•	 Birth of Israel
•	 Survey of the Middle East
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 The Great Gatsby 
(Fitzgerald)

•	 The Pearl (Steinbeck)
•	 The Glass Menagerie 

(Williams)
•	 Modernist poets, the Lost 

Generation, Cummings, 
Faulkner

•	 The Old Man and the Sea 
(Heminqway)

•	 The Chosen (Potok)
•	 Literary Analysis

•	 Consequences of 
Prohibition

•	 Hoover’s vain 
call for limited 
government

•	 Expanding federal 
power

•	 Legality of Japanese 
internment during 
war

•	 Compulsory pledge 
of allegiance

•	 Barth 
•	 Wittgenstein
•	 Humanist 

Manifesto
•	 Heidegger
•	 Bonhoeffer

•	 Dietrich Bonhoeffer
•	 The Hiding Place 

(Corrie ten Boom)
•	 Overview of 

revivalism, 
Pentecostalism, and 
neo-orthodoxy

•	 Optional: Israeli 
Independence Day

•	 Arts & Artists: Gershwin, Berg, 
Hopper, Wright, Prokofiev, 
Shostakovich, Kollwitz, Bartok, 
Rockwell, Schoenberg, Dali, Miro, 
Pollock, Kooning, Rothko, and 
Silva      

•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents 
Card Bank, Dadaism, Surrealism, 
Fascist Architecture, Abstract 
Expressionism, & Bauhaus School

U
ni

t 3

•	 American Presidents Eisenhower, 
JFK, and LBJ

•	 Gandhi and Indian Independence
•	 Mao’s China
•	 American Culture & Korean War
•	 Civil Rights Movement 
•	 Space Race & Cold War
•	 Vietnam War 
•	 Hippie & Feminist Movements
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Siddhartha (Hesse)
•	 To Live (Chinese film)
•	 Waiting for Godot 

(Beckett)
•	 Beats, the Black Mountain 

Poets, Flannery O’Connor
•	 Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury)
•	 To Kill A Mockingbird 

(Lee)
•	 The Crucible (Miller)
•	 Literary Analysis

•	 Mao Quotations
•	 Limits of Executive 

power
•	 McCarthyism and 

due process
•	 Brown v. Board of
•	 Education
•	 Reinterpretations 

of religious liberty
•	 Student war protest 

as “free speech”

•	 Gandhi
•	 Popper
•	 Sartre
•	 Quine
•	 Kuhn

•	 The Normal 
Christian Life 
(Watchman Nee)

•	 Billy Graham and 
revivalism

•	 God’s Smuggler 
(Brother Andrew)

•	 Arts & Artists: Kline, Hoffman, 
Diebenkorn, Le Corbusier, Rohe, 
Britten, Webern, Debuffet, Serra, 
Escher, Albers, Kelly, Stella, 
Rauschenberg, Johns, Warhol, 
Lichtenstein, Oldenburg, Calder, 
& Nevelson 

•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 
Bank, Chinese Art, Mid-Century 
Modern, German Abstraction, 
Rock Music, Minimalism, Pop Art  

U
ni

t 4

•	 American Presidents Nixon to 
Obama

•	 Modern Middle East & Islamic 
Terrorism

•	 Cultural and Demographic 
Changes in U.S. Society

•	 9/11 and the Iraq War
•	 Summing up Human History
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 I, Robot* (Asimov)
•	 Citizen of the Galaxy 

(Heinlein)
•	 The Hobbit (Tolkien)
•	 Literary Analysis

•	 Roe v. Wade
•	 Campaign finance 

reform and its 
loopholes

•	 Affirmative action
•	 Flag-burning
•	 Religious liberty
•	 Enemy combatant 

cases
•	 Bush v. Gore

•	 Qutb
•	 Feyerabend
•	 Derrida
•	 Deconstruct 

-ion
•	 Conclusion of 

the Pageant of 
Philosophy

•	 Choice of three 
tracks:
•	 Light Force 

(Brother Andrew)
•	 Study of your own 

denomination
•	 Study of a foreign 

region with a view 
toward a short-
term missions trip

•	 Arts & Artists: Riley, Glass, 
Reich, Goldsworthy, Bowden, 
Callis, McCleary, Silvis, Knippers, 
Downer, Pedulla, Rollins, 
Sheesley, & Fujimara  

•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 
Bank, Art of the Soviet Union, 
Performance Art, Installation Art, 
Earth Art, Figurative Painting, 
Changes in Architecture, Faith & 
Art  



Year Four Dialectic — Grades 7-9

History Literature Worldviews Writing Options Arts & Activities

U
ni

t 1

•	 American Presidents T. Roosevelt to  
Coolidge

•	 Age of Innocence & Progressivism
•	 World War I
•	 Russian Revolution & Red Scare
•	 Roaring 20s, Prohibition & Speculation
•	 Rise of Stalin and Hitler
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 The Call of the Wild
•	 Tales of O. Henry
•	 Anne of Green Gables
•	 Poetry for Young People: 

Robert Frost
•	 Peter Pan
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Revivalism: Samuel P. Jones, 
Benjamin Mills

•	 Protestant liberalism and the 
Social Gospel movement

•	 Fundamentalism
•	 Billy Sunday
•	 The Screwtape Letters (C.S. 

Lewis)

•	 Analytical Essays
•	 Basic Writing Skills *
•	 Book Review/Report
•	 Compare and Contrast Essays
•	 Descriptive Essays (Y1, Y3)
•	 Descriptive Writing
•	 Dictation
•	 Editorials
•	 Essay Test-taking
•	 Expository Essays
•	 Expository Writing
•	 Finding the Main Idea
•	 Informal and Formal Outlines
•	 Informative Writing
•	 Interview Report
•	 Lecture or Book Notes
•	 Literary Analysis
•	 Narrative Essays
•	 Narrative Writing
•	 Newspaper Writing
•	 None this year
•	 Personal Commentary
•	 Personal Profile
•	 Persuasive Essays
•	 Persuasive Writing
•	 Pet Peeve Essays
•	 Playwriting
•	 Poetry
•	 Reports
•	 Research Paper
•	 Speech Writing
•	 Story Writing
•	 Summarizing
•	 Transition Words and Sentences

*  “Basic Writing Skills” may in-
clude any of the following: Parts of 
Speech, Writing Sentences, Sentence 
Structures, Sentence Combinations, 
Paragraph Construction, Transition 
Words and Sentences, and Steps in 
the Writing Process.  

•	 Arts & Activities: San Francisco 
Earthquake or Panama Canal

•	 Arts & Activities: World War I
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Jazz Age
•	 Arts & Activities: Ballyhoo
 Years
•	 Arts & Artists: Georges Seurat & 

Henri Matisse  
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 

Bank

U
ni

t 2

•	 American Presidents Hoover to Truman
•	 Great Depression
•	 Hitler, Stalin, and Totalitarianism
•	 World War Il
•	 Beginning of the Cold War
•	 Birth of Israel
•	 Survey of the Middle East
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Our Town
•	 The Red Pony
•	 The Snow Goose
•	 Lord of the Flies
•	 The Little Prince
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Dietrich Bonhoeffer
•	 The Hiding Place (Corrie ten 

Boom)
•	 Overview of revivalism, 

Pentecostalism, and neo-
orthodoxy

•	 Optional: Israeli Independence 
Day

•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Newspaper
•	 Arts & Activities: Great Depression 

or New Deal
•	 Arts & Activities: World War II
•	 Arts & Activities: Israel
•	 Arts & Artists: Salvador Dali, 

Jackson Pollock 
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 

Bank

U
ni

t 3

•	 American Presidents Eisenhower, JFK, 
and LBJ

•	 Gandhi and Indian Independence
•	 Mao’s China
•	 American Culture & Korean War
•	 Civil Rights Movement 
•	 Space Race & Cold War
•	 Vietnam War 
•	 Hippie & Feminist Movements
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Homeless Bird
•	 My Side of the Mountain
•	 Onion John
•	 Poetry for Young People: 

Langston Hughes
•	 The Lilies of the Field
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 The Normal Christian Life 
(Watchman Nee)

•	 Billy Graham and revivalism
•	 God’s Smuggler (Brother Andrew)

•	 Arts & Activities: India
•	 Arts & Activities: China
•	 Arts & Activities: Korea
•	 Arts & Activities: Vietnam
•	 Arts & Activities: Civil Rights
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Space Race
•	 Arts & Artists: Andy Warhol
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 

Bank

U
ni

t 4

•	 American Presidents Nixon to Obama
•	 Modern Middle East & Islamic 

Terrorism
•	 Cultural and Demographic Changes in 

U.S. Society
•	 9/11 and the Iraq War
•	 Summing up Human History
•	 Weekly Timeline Dates
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Have Space Suit—Will Travel
•	 Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian 

Childhood
•	 The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe
•	 Poetry for Young People: 

Maya Angelou
•	 Raising Dragons
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Choice of three tracks:
•	 Light Force (Brother Andrew)
•	 Study of your own 

denomination
•	 Study of a foreign region with 

a view toward a short-term 
missions trip

•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: South America
•	 Arts & Activities: Nuclear Power
•	 Arts & Activities: Vietnam War
•	 Arts & Activities: Electronics or 

Space Exploration
•	 Arts & Activities: Asia
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents Card 

Bank



Year Four Upper Grammar — Grades 4-6

History Literature Worldviews Writing Options Arts & Activities

U
ni

t 1

•	 American Presidents T. Roosevelt to Coolidge
•	 Titanic
•	 Reforms of Jane Addams
•	 World War I
•	 18th and 19th Amendments & Red Scare
•	 Jazz Music & Harlem Renaissance
•	 Sports, Radio, Movies, Travel
•	 Scopes Trial
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps 

•	 The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
•	 The Railway Children
•	 The Wind in the Willows
•	 Winnie-the-Pooh
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Amy Carmichael
•	 Fanny Crosby
•	 Eric Liddell

•	 Basic Writing Skills*
•	 Biography Writing
•	 Book Review/Report
•	 Compare and Contrast Writing
•	 Descriptive Writing
•	 Dictionary/Thesaurus Skills
•	 Dictation
•	 Display Boards
•	 Expository Writing
•	 Finding the Main Idea
•	 Friendly Notes and Letters
•	 Historical Fiction
•	 Informal and Formal Outlines
•	 Journal Writing OR State 

Notebook
•	 Lecture or Book Notes
•	 Narrative Writing
•	 Newspaper Writing
•	 Personal Narrative
•	 Persuasive Writing
•	 Playwriting
•	 Poetry
•	 Reports
•	 Sentence Structures
•	 Speech Writing
•	 Story Writing
•	 Summarizing
•	 Transition Words and Sentences

*  “Basic Writing Skills” may in-
clude any of the following: Parts of 
Speech, Writing Sentences, Sentence 
Structures, Sentence Combinations, 
Paragraph Construction, Transition 
Words and Sentences, and Steps in 
the Writing Process.  

•	 Arts & Activities: San Francisco 
Earthquake or Panama Canal

•	 Arts & Activities: World War I
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Jazz Age
•	 Arts & Activities: Ballyhoo
 Years
•	 Arts & Artists: Georges Seurat & 

Henri Matisse  
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents 

Card Bank

U
ni

t 2

•	 American Presidents Hoover to Truman
•	 Great Depression
•	 World War Il: Hitler, Dunkirk, Treatment of 

Jews
•	 Beginning of the Cold War
•	 Birth of Israel
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Mary Poppins
•	 Mr. Popper’s Penguins
•	 The Hundred Dresses
•	 Homer Price
•	 Pippi Longstocking
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Gladys Aylward
•	 Corrie ten Boom
•	 Richard Wurmbrand
•	 Jewish Holiday: Yom Ha 

Atzma’ut

•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Newspaper
•	 Arts & Activities: Great 

Depression or New Deal
•	 Arts & Activities: World War II
•	 Arts & Activities: Israel
•	 Arts & Artists: Salvador Dali, 

Jackson Pollock 
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents 

Card Bank

U
ni

t 3

•	 American Presidents Eisenhower, JFK, and 
LBJ

•	 Gandhi and Indian Independence
•	 Mao’s China
•	 Korean War
•	 Civil Rights Movement & M.L. King Jr.
•	 American Culture: 1950s and 1960s
•	 Cold War
•	 Vietnam War 
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Li Lun: Lad of Courage
•	 Seesaw Girl
•	 The Hardy Boys: The Tower 

Treasure
•	 The Phantom Tollbooth
•	 Water Buffalo Days: Growing 

Up in Vietnam
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Ida Scudder
•	 Nate Saint
•	 Billy Graham
•	 Brother Andrew

•	 Arts & Activities: India
•	 Arts & Activities: China
•	 Arts & Activities: Korea
•	 Arts & Activities: Vietnam
•	 Arts & Activities: Civil Rights
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Space Race
•	 Arts & Artists: Andy Warhol
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents 

Card Bank

U
ni

t 4

•	 American Presidents Nixon to Obama
•	 Modern Middle East 
•	 More Vietnam War
•  More Space Race 
•	 9/11 and the Iraq War
•	 Summing up human history
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 James Herriot’s Treasury for 
Children

•	 The Breadwinner
•	 The Indian in the Cupboard
•	 Falling Up
•	 Literature worksheets are 

available for most weeks

•	 Study of your own denomination •	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: South America
•	 Arts & Activities: Nuclear Power
•	 Arts & Activities: Vietnam War
•	 Arts & Activities: Electronics or 

Space Exploration
•	 Arts & Activities: Asia
•	 Arts & Activities: Presidents 

Card Bank



Year Four Lower Grammar — Grades K-3

History Literature Worldviews Writing Options Arts & Activities

U
ni

t 1

•	 American Presidents T. Roosevelt 
to Coolidge

•	 Wright Brothers, San Francisco 
Earthquake, Panama Canal

•	 World War I
•	 Jazz Music
•	 Babe Ruth
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Short Stories: The Story of Little Babaji” & “In Which Pooh Goes 
Visiting and Gets into a Tight Place”

•	 The Legend of the Teddy Bear
•	 The Classic Tale of Peter Rabbit
•	 Anne of Green Gables (adapted)
•	 The Velveteen Rabbit
•	 Marven of the Great North Woods
•	 When We Were Very Young
•	 Literature worksheets are available for most weeks

•	 Amy Carmichael
•	 Eric Liddell

•	 Cluster and Describe
•	 Compare and Contrast 

Writing
•	 Descriptive Writing
•	 Dictation
•	 Display Boards
•	 Draw and Caption
•	 Expository Writing
•	 Fables
•	 Friendly Notes and 

Letters
•	 Giving Directions
•	 Informative Writing
•	 Making Books
•	 Narrative Writing
•	 Newspaper Writing
•	 Paragraph 

Construction
•	 Parts of Speech
•	 Photo Essays
•	 Playwriting
•	 Poetry
•	 Sentence Combinations
•	 Sentence Pockets
•	 Steps in the Writing 

Process
•	 Story About Me
•	 Story Writing
•	 Word Banks
•	 Word Banks or 

Grammar and 
Composition Notebook

•	 Word Games
•	 Writing Sentences

•	 Arts & Activities: San Francisco 
Earthquake or Panama Canal

•	 Arts & Activities: World War I
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Jazz Age
•	 Arts & Activities: Ballyhoo
 Years
•	 Arts & Artists: Georges Seurat & 

Henri Matisse  

U
ni

t 2

•	 American Presidents Hoover to 
Truman

•	 Great Depression
•	 Walt Disney
•	 World War Il: Hitler, Dunkirk, 

Treatment of Jews
•	 Beginning of the Cold War
•	 Amelia Earhart
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Short Stories: “Millions of Cats,” “The Story of Babar,” “The Story 
of Ferdinand,” “Madeline,” “Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel,” 
“Make Way for Ducklings,” “Curious George,” “Goodnight Moon,” 
“The Cat Club,” and “Petunia”

•	 The Little Red Lighthouse and the Great Gray Bridge
•	 A New Coat for Anna
•	 The Butterfly
•	 Mercedes and the Chocolate Pilot
•	 Literature worksheets are available for most weeks

•	 Gladys Aylward
•	 Corrie ten Boom

•	 Arts & Activities: Walt Disney
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Newspaper
•	 Arts & Activities: Amelia 

Earnhart, Bing Crosby, or 
Winston Churchill

•	 Arts & Activities: World War II
•	 Arts & Activities: Israel
 •	Arts & Artists: Jacob Lawrence, 

Salvador Dali, Jackson Pollock

U
ni

t 3

•	 American Presidents Eisenhower, 
JFK, and LBJ

•	 Gandhi and Indian Independence
•	 Mao’s China
•	 Korean War
•	 Civil Rights Movement
•	 American Culture: 1950s and 

1960s
•	 Space Race
•	 Cold War
•	 Vietnam War 
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 One Grain of Rice
•	 The Empty Pot
•	 My Freedom Trip
•	 Horton Hears a Who
•	 Short Stories: “The Sneetches,” “Bedtime for Frances,” “Harry the 

Dirty Dog,” “The Snowy Day,” “Swimmy,” “Where the Wild Things 
Are,” “Amelia Bedelia,” “I Am a Bunny,” “A Boy, a Dog and a Frog,” 
“The Elves in the Shelves,” and “Sylvester and the Magic Pebble”

•	 The Lotus Seed
•	 Literature worksheets are available for most weeks

•	 Ida Scudder
•	 Nate Saint
•	 Jim Elliot
•	 Brother Andrew

•	 Arts & Activities: India
•	 Arts & Activities: China
•	 Arts & Activities: Korea
•	 Arts & Activities: Vietnam
•	 Arts & Activities: Civil Rights
•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Space Race
•	 Arts & Artists: Andy Warhol

U
ni

t 4

•	 American Presidents Nixon to 
Obama

•	 More Vietnam War
•	 Modern Middle East
•	 Nelson Mandela
•	 Computers and World Wide Web
•	 9/11 and the Iraq War
•	 Summing up human history
•	 Weekly Vocabulary Lists
•	 Weekly Maps

•	 Short Stories: “The Letter,” “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 
No Good, Very Bad Day,” “Titch,” “Whose Mouse Are You,” “Freight 
Train,” “Miss Nelson is Missing,” “The Berenstain Bears,” “Chicka 
Chicka Boom Boom,“ “A Chair for my Mother,” “The Tub People,” 
and “Ten, Nine, Eight,” “A Million Fish…More or Less,” “The Stinky 
Cheese Man,” “First Tomato,” “Stellaluna,” “Guess How Much I Love 
You,” “Good Night, Gorilla,” “D.W. the Picky Eater,” and “Owen”

•	 You Are Special
•	 Sitti’s Secrets
•	 Aunt Chip and the Great Triple Creek Dam Affair
•	 The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (adapted)
•	 Literature worksheets are available for most weeks

•	 Study of 
your own 
denomination

•	 Arts & Activities: Inventions
•	 Arts & Activities: Nelson 

Mandela
•	 Arts & Activities: Australia
•	 Arts & Activities: Electronics
•	 Arts & Activities: South America
•	 Arts & Activities: World Wide 

Web or 1992 Election




