©2009 Lampstand Press. Not for resale.

CRUSADES

RENAISSANCE

TECHNOLOGICAL
ADVANCES

PRINCE HENRY THE
NAVIGATOR

ed to give specific details describing
how the following events, advancements,
and people contributed to the Age of Explo-
ration The answer below is meant to be ex-
haustive; your student should provide
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Your student has been instruct-

roughly half of this.

Crusaders returning with stories of their adventures heightened European inter-
est in foreign lands and in the products of the Far East.

The loss of Constantinople to the Turks closed a major land route for merchants
seeking riches from the East, so they began to seek alternate routes.

The crusading spirit had been a unifying factor against the Muslims. With the
defeat of the Muslims at Grenada by the Spanish, King Ferdinand and Queen
Isabella were open to other outside interests that would lead to financial and
economic gain for their country. They would eventually sponsor Columbus’s
famous voyage across the Atlantic.

The revival of learning fueled a desire to explore and experience the lands be-
yond Europe.

Scholars had new opportunities for advances because of the books being printed
and read.

The influence of humanism sparked an active pursuit of human accomplish-
ments and interests, including exploration.

The development of the caravel, a new kind of ship that combined square sails
with the triangular sateen sails used by Muslims, made long voyages possible.
The use of the astrolabe and the quadrant, instruments that enabled sailors to de-
termine latitude more accurately, enabled sailors to navigate waters far from land.

Prince Henry of Portugal is credited with beginning the Age of Discovery in the
early 1400’s. Desiring to find a sea route to the East, Henry organized and spon-
sored many voyages of exploration, though he never went on any himself.

His expeditions and ships explored much of the west coast of Africa.

Teacher’s Answer Key: Dialectic
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BARTOLOMEU DIAS

CHRISTOPHER
CoLuMBUS

VAasco baA GAMA
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Bartolomeu Dias was a Portuguese sea captain and explorer who sought a sea
route to Asia. In 1487, he traveled in his fleet of three ships to the southern end
of Africa. A fierce storm blew it off course and sent it around the southern tip of
Africa, without Dias realizing this monumental occurrence. However, as he re-
turned to Portugal, he sighted the tip of Africa and named it the Cape of Storms,
which later was renamed the Cape of Good Hope by King John of Portugal.

This “accidental” discovery paved the way for subsequent explorers to seek a
trade route to India by traveling around Africa’s southern tip.

Many Portuguese sailors tried to reach the Indies by sailing around Africa, but
Christopher Columbus believed he could find a short cut to the Indies by sailing
west across the Atlantic Ocean instead.

After the king of Portugal refused to help him and after waiting many years, Co-
lumbus finally received financial aid for his expedition from King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella of Spain. On August 3, 1492, Columbus and his crew sailed west
on the Atlantic Ocean searching for a faster route to the Far East.

On October 12, 1492, he came upon an island, thinking he had reached the In-
dies. However, he actually had discovered the New World, an unknown conti-
nent which other explorers would later reach.

Vasco da Gama was another Portuguese sea captain and explorer who took up
the mantle of Dias.

In the late 1490’s, he successfully navigated a fleet of ships around the tip of Af-
rica to India, thus establishing a viable sea route to the East.

Teacher’s Answer Key: Dialectic
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onarchs

o Empire aggrandizement

Your student was instructed to

list the desires that motivated monarchs and
explorers. An excellent answer will have 3 motives
for each. Below, each explorer is matched
with his achievement.

o Free trading routes for their merchants
(who paid taxes!) to bring back desirable

items from foreign countries

o Discovery of gold to fill their treasuries

o

Desire to spread Christianity

GIOVANNI DA L
VERRAZANO

FERDINAND 2.
MAGELLAN

JOHN 3.
CABOT

JACQUES 4.
CARTIER

Desire to explore; thirst for adventure and
to know what was out there

Desire for personal glory, honor, titles, or a
place in history; desire to win honor for the
king

Personal riches from fantastic discoveries
and the highly profitable spice trade

Nationalistic desire to win a race against
other countries for trading monopolies
(particularly a rivalry between Spain and
Portugal, though France entered the com-
petition as well)

Desire to spread Christianity

A Portuguese sailor commissioned by Spain to find a westward
sea passage from Spain to the Spice Islands in the Far East. He
discovered a passage or strait from the Atlantic Ocean to the
Pacific Ocean and became the first to circumnavigate (sail

around) the globe.

A French explorer who sought a northwest passage through
North America. Though he did not find one, he was the first
European to sight the St. Lawrence River in what is now Canada,
and he claimed lands in North America for France.

An experienced Italian seaman commissioned by the French
who was the first to explore the Hudson River, New York Bay, and
Cape Cod in 1525. Unfortunately, he also captured some of the
native people and brought them back to Europe for display.

An Italian navigator who sailed in the service of England and
became the first European to visit the northeast coast of North

America in 1497.

Teacher’s Answer Key: Dialectic
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SpaNIsH DomiNION AND THE NEw WORLD

student was instruct-
ed to use a Venn diagram to

compare the Aztecs and Incas.
One answer per category is sufficient.

Your student’s answers will reflect

his research, so he may not have
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